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SUBJ: PRESIDENT'S REPLY TO KHALID'S LETTER 

REF: STATE 68717 

1 . CHARGE HAD MEETING WITH EOREIGN MINISTER SAUD ON 
MARCH 19 IMMEDIATELY UPON SAUD'S RETURN EROM RIYADH AND 
GAVE HIM TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO KHALID. SAUD 
PROMISED TO CONVEY LETTER IMMEDIATELY TO KING. 

2. ALTER READING TEXT, SAUD COMMENTED THAT LETTER SHOULD 
PLEASE KING. HE THEN ENTERED INTO LENGTHY MONOLOG ON THE 
UNEAIRNESS OE THE WESTERN ATTITUDE OE CONDEMNING THE 
ACTIONS OE THE PALESTINIAN TERRORISTS WITHOUT PLACING 
THESE ACTS IN THE CONTEXT OE PREVIOUS ISRAELI ACTIONS 
AGAINST PALESTINIANS. HE SAID THAT ISRAELIS HAD STARTED 
THE WHOLE PROBLEM INITIALLY AND HAD ALSO KILLED A NUMBER 
OE INNOCENT WOMEN AND CHILDREN. THESE EVENTS, HOWEVER, 
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HAD NEVER EVOKED A SIMILAR CONDEMNATION FROM THE WEST. 

3. CHARGE REPLIED THAT BASIC CONELICT HAD A LONG AND BLOODY 
HISTORY, BUT OUR OBJECT NOW IS TO STOP THE TRAGIC CYCLE OE 
KILLING AND COUNTER KILLING. WE HOPED THAT WE COULD WORK 
WITH SAG TO ACHIEVE THIS RESULT. 
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4. SAUD SAID THAT SAG WAS GRATEFUL TO THE UNITED STATES FOR 
ITS POSITION DURING THE CURRENT SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON 
SOUTH LEBANON. CHARGE ASKED FOR SAUDI VIEWS ON THE STATIONING 
OF A UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE IN SOUTH LEBANON, AND HE REPLIED 
THAT SAG WOULD SUPPORT SUCH A MOVE AS LONG AS THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF LEBANON APPROVED. CHARGE REPLIED THAT ACCORDING TO THE 
INFORMATION HE HAD RECEIVED, BOTH THE SYRIAN AND LEBANESE 
GOVERNMENTS HAD APPROVED THE IDEA OF A UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE 
AS AN INTERIM MEASURE LEADING TO EVENTUAL FULL RESTORATION 

OF LEBANESE AUTHORITY. 

5. COMMENT: SAUD SEEMED RELATIVELY RELAXED OVER THE EVENTS 
IN SOUTH LEBANON AND WAS OBVIOUSLY PLEASED BY OUR INSISTENCE 
ON ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL ACCOMPANIED BY THE INSERTION OF A UN 
PEACEKEEPING FORCE. 

WILEY 
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